Reaching a Milestone
A message from our Founder, Shweta Chari

Toybank is a journey we embarked on — to give every child in the world
a toy to play with — 15 years ago. As we reach this significant milestone,
my heart is brimming with not only pride for touching the lives of tens
of thousands of children but also immense gratitude towards those
who have helped us every step of the way to get here.
I’m proud that we have brought about a change in children — from
decreasing absenteeism at school, to nurturing them through play to
manage their anger, as well as bring about gender equality and many such
virtues. At every stage, we have promoted physical, mental and behavioral
development in children through play, and by providing safe spaces to them.
The journey has also meant exploring new avenues. We have reached
newer districts in Maharashtra, such as Beed, Sindhudurg and Nanded
among others, apart from joining hands with incredible individuals who are
founders and leaders of outstanding non-profits, to young Toybankers from
schools like Aditya Birla World Academy, Hill Spring International, Campion,
American School of Bombay and many more.

Together with these collaborators, we have only grown. Not just in numbers
but also in spirit and character. Like true partners, we have stood shoulderto-shoulder and been each other’s support system. We have been able
to endure, and bolster our efforts, only because we have stayed united
in our endeavours through thick and thin.
With a team that is passionate, zealous and brimming with innovative ideas
we have been able to bring play opportunities to over 48,000 children across
the state of Maharashtra. Play enables our children to develop life skills,
counteract negative influences, break the cycle of deprivation and partake
in building a better future for themselves.
Being on this sojourn has taught us to help at-risk children but it has
also brought out the best in our individual selves. We have grappled with
self-doubt and hardships but we have more importantly learned about
our own strengths and used it to inch closer to our destination. Fifteen years
may be a long time but they would have been more laborious without our
companions, who have made the ride gratifying and kept us on track
throughout.
As we turn a year older, we are ready to take challenges head-on. And
it’s our team, well-wishers as well as supporters who have given us this
confidence. We are all set for the next leg of our journey, with bigger
dreams to optimize and solve issues and see the change we are thriving for,
within our life time!

We are Toybank
and this is our story
in unison with YOU.

It’s been 15 years and you
have been right there at every
step of the way, making each
moment memorable and
meaningful. The journey has
been possible only because
of YOUR support.

Like the time
we introduced play
to tribal kids
who experienced play through games
for the first time in their lives

June, 2006

and when our tiny tots
waved their hands in
celebration of play

April, 2013

You ran Mumbai
Marathons with us
to raise funds

January, 2011

And participated
in cyclothons
with zeal!

April, 2011

And not to forget,
the pop-ups, orations,
musical soirees and
gambol at every Annual
Toybank Fiesta!
December, 2018

You volunteered in
large, unexpected
numbers!

December, 2006

You brought play
to senior citizens on
World Play Day

May 2018

And brought smiles
to ease the recovery
of children at Wadia
Hospital through our
Play2Smile Programme
August 2018

You helped us set up our
first big rural Play Center
in partnership with Baba
Amte’s Foundation

December, 2013

And train teachers
at Manavlok,
Beed District

January, 2017

We were even able
to take Toybank to
London and sensitize
school kids there
November, 2014

All our efforts have
brought us to where
we are today!

National Winner 2018
Childcare category

As of March 2019, we have been impacting 48,342
Children with 66 Partners, through our 353 Play Centers
across 10 Districts in Maharashtra

2018-19 has been
magical, packed with
amazing news!
We were invited by the State Government of Maharashtra to
expand our Play2Learn Programme to 2 more districts — Latur
and Osmanabad.
We collaborated with 39 Child Welfare Committees of Maharashtra to
make child-courts age-appropriate and build resource kits for children.
The kits include board games, puzzles, toys and colouring books.
We conducted the Power of Play Championship at Beed — the first
ever rural board-game championship which brought together 80
children from 20 schools of Beed District, Maharashtra where the
children were ranked for their Enthusiasm, Politeness, Positive
attitude, Patience etc.
We came together to support residents of Kerala who were severely
affected by the floods. We collected and dispatched over 1500 games
and toys to support 100 Aanganwadis in the area who lost all
their belongings.

We even brought play to senior citizens at the Jivan Asha old age
home in Andheri on World Play Day.
We developed Toybank Playbooks for our Play Centers. These are
all themed around Anger Management & Habit Formation, through
various thought provoking play activities.
We conducted a special session at the Jai Vakeel Foundation
with teachers and children across six educational departments —
pre primary, primary basic and intermediary, pre vocational,
special, and autism center.
We put up a sculpture and named it ‘Roots to Sky’ as the Kala
Ghoda Arts Festival to symbolically highlight the importance of
‘Play’ in childhood in order to build stronger and more resilient
young adults. This was built by students of Rachna Sansad College
of Interior Design with mentoring support from Arzan Khambatta.
Shweta was a guest speaker at the Zephyr’s Toymakers meet. She
spoke about gender biases in games, and the need for policy level
change to ensure access to play.

August, 2018

A journey of hardwork
and learning
A message from our Trustee, Jiby Thomas
It’s been a 15-year-long journey for the Toybank team to reach this
stage -- one with various challenges and extreme hard-work in facing
them. In spite of obstacles, the organization has not once lost its
focus on improving its programme or the intent of delivering greater
impact for the children that they work with. The team has consistently
and arduously worked on their delivery at Play Centers, the kind of
toys that need to be aligned with different kids across various
settings and socio-cultural contexts as well as the content of the
program.
Toybank’s efforts have earned the organization a wonderful and
growing set of individuals as well as corporate well-wishers. All of this
has not come easy, but through sheer hard work, constant effort to
build a relationship and showcase how Toybank is impacting kids in
metros and rural areas. As an acknowledgement of the organization’s
work and a reward, this year Toybank became the National Winners
of the Spirit of Humanity Award 2018. The award celebrated the work

of interventions working for Child Care and it’s thrilling to know
that Toybank was chosen for its unique development through play
approach. The 15th year also saw the Government recognizing us
as a social organization and inviting us to be part of an initiative
of setting up play centers across various districts of Maharashtra.
Along with the number of supporters, the team has also grown.
We have a great set of individuals who are extremely passionate
about the impact we’re trying to create. With the learnings and
the scale at which we have grown, we have reached more than
48,000+ kids this year.
Personally, I’ve been associated with Toybank since 2004. Since
then, I’ve been honored as a trustee for the last 6 years. It’s been
a wonderful journey of learning about passion and commitment
from Shweta, the team and the volunteers. I look forward to seeing
Toybank blossom not just geographically, but even in the depth
of the intervention itself in the years to come. What’s important
now is the next 10 or 15 years to sharpen the vision of taking the
organization to the next level so that we can positively impact
more and more children.

Hear from our
Toybankers

I believe in the power of play because so many of us are forced to
grow up even before we have the chance to live our childhood and
this is especially true in the case of underprivileged kids. Therefore,
giving them the opportunity to have some time off, to have fun,
unwind and be themselves is a very gratifying experience, especially
to be around them and encourage them to think.
It is incredible to know how you are contributing to someone’s life,
to certain skills in their lives to make them better adults and better
people for the future and it’s a great feeling to know that you have
contributed to a happier moment in an otherwise tough life.

Aishwarya Nikam, Volunteer

When I newly joined Toybank I barely understood the depth of what
‘play’ meant. For me, playing meant outdoor sports or basic games
like carrom or chess. Being a Programme Officer, I see how kids
struggle with being in groups, adjusting to social settings, dealing
with losing in negative ways & sometimes, not being able to express
themselves. But, when they play, I see them taking a small step to
listen to an extent, which might seem like a small thing, but it goes
a long way. It is a beautiful journey in which even I’m learning and
practicing. It’s like I am growing up once again with these children.

Rashmin Shaikh
Sr. Programme Officer, Team Toybank

I am thrilled with this opportunity as the kids of our school come from
the kind of background where they have to struggle for their day to
day basic needs. Therefore, for these kids it’s an exciting opportunity
to learn from toys. It also brings me immense happiness that
Toybank has come to us during my association with this school,
and I get to be the one who collaborates with them.
We learned to make something new for these kids, and look forward
to the kids learning the same thing. Introducing learning through toys
at a young age will bring more excitement to their childhood. Along
with learning new things they will also learn the required skills of
creativity, increase their attentiveness, concentration and inculcate
positive competitiveness. Thus resulting to excitement, enthusiasm,
courage and learning along the way.

Meghlata Rajshirke
Teacher from our Center

I really like the Connect 4 game and I got to learn a lot from it.
I have learned that if we use our own mind, then anything is possible.
Because of the Rapid Connection game, my knowledge on Maths has
improved. My multiplication and division has gotten better
and it has been very helpful to me during my exams as it helps me
solve the questions as quickly as possible.

Sunil, (name changed)
Our child from our Center in Beed

Story From
Our Partner
Toybank traverses through different regions across India to impact
the lives of children through Play Centers. One such locality is
Ahmednagar in Maharasthtra where we have set up Play Centers
in Balbhavans, which are learning spaces for children living in the
slum settlements. We encourage these children to come to school
and, in turn, benefit from education. Our facilitator from one of
these slum schools shared a heartwarming story.

Akshata (name changed) is a 12-year-old girl who lives in a family
of seven. Her mother and grandmother are breadwinners of their
home, while her father is an alcoholic and the grandfather, ill. With
the older women busy making a living, Akshata’s elder sister takes
care of the household chores. By the time she completes them,
almost an entire day passes. She is tired, stricken by boredom
and doesn’t end up visiting the Balbhavan. Akshata, but naturally,
follows her sister’s example and doesn’t go to school either.

The Balbhavan staff members have been persuading the young girls’
mother to at least allow them to come in the evening for an hour. The
school even adjusted timings to ensure these girls come out of their
house, play and learn there. Finally, the mother let both her daughters
to go on Saturdays from 7 to 8 PM.
Akshata started playing with a Mechanix set. We were thrilled that
she got curious over a game that generally boys are expected to
play with. She made a car model and enjoyed the process of putting
all the pieces together. Seeing her drawn towards play, we told her
that if she came regularly, she would get to play with more games.
From then on, Akshata kept coming to play regularly and has access
to so many fun games. Similarly, we’re very grateful to Toybank for
giving these opportunities to so many other children at Balbhavan.
It is our hope that through playing these games, children, especially
girls, are encouraged to pursue alternative career options and not
limit themselves because of gender roles. After all, the path that
a child takes in the future, is reflected in her upbringing.

Schools
A.D. Pawar Vidyalaya
Abhinav Dhyan Mandir School (English)
Abhinav Dhyan Mandir School (Marathi)
Alpha School
Bhausaheb Vidyalaya
Bhima Nagar School
Colaba Municipal School no. 2
COSMOS School

Priyadarshini Vidyamandir School
Sant Kakkya Vikas Sanstha, Shree Ganesh
Vidya Mandir
Shree Geeta Vidyalaya
Sodawala Lane Municipal M.R School
Subhedar Ramji Ambedkar Vidyalaya
Tardeo Municipal School
Umeedbhai Patel School
Vidya Vikas School
Yusuf Meherally Memorial Education Society

Gandhi Bal Mandir School
Gilder Lane Municipal Public School
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil Vidyasankul
Kavlemath Banganga Marathi School
M.H Chougule School
Maharashtra Housing Board
Maharashtra Vidyalaya (Marathi)
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial High School
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Education Trust
Mohili Village Marathi BMC School
Nalanda High School
Poisar School (Hindi Medium) School No. 1
Poisar School (Hindi Medium) School No. 3

NGOs
Ashadeep Association
Ashray Akruti Foundation
Bal jeevan Trust
Community Outreach Program (CORP)
Daya Sadan
Family Service Center
Gharkul Trust
Humara Bachpan
Lamp Post

Pragati School

Logic Centre & Community Welfare
Association

Pragati School (Special Children)

Mumbai Smiles

National Association for The Blind India
Navnirmiti Eduquality Foundation
Pratham Council for Vulnerable children
Prerana
Sadguru Education Society -Anandi Special
School
Sahasee Embers
Saprems Bring A Smile M.R School
Support The Handicapped’s Rehabilitation
Effort (SHARE)
Young Men Christian Association (YMCA)
Young Women Christian Association (YWCA)
Youth for Unity and Voluntary Action (YUVA)

Hospitals
Bai Jerbai Wadia Hospital for Children
Narayan Health SRCC Children’s Hospital
Romila Palliative Care

Shelter & Children
Homes
Snehasadan
The Children’s Aid Society
The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (Project
Chunauti)

Trustees
Vivek Asrani

Managing Director Kaymo Fastener Co.

MV Subramanian

Ex-CEO of Axis Bank Foundation, Retired Banker

Jiby Thomas

Founder Web Butter Jam, Digital Marketing

Priyam Bathija

Entrepreneur, Owner – Frisky Frogs Store

Advisors
Narender Nagpal

Co-Founder and Partner of Amansa Capital

Sriram R

Entrepreneur, Consultant, Mentor
Co-founder Crossword & Next Practice Retail

Seema Sharma

Founder - Smile Impressions Group, Dentabyte and Child Action

Jyoti Devjani

Founder, Keola Health & Wellness

Ketan Sanghvi

Founder & CEO, Sanginfo

Ratan Batliboi

Owner - Ratan J. Batliboi - Consultants Pvt Ltd. & Chairman of CRY

Vivek Jhangiani

Executive Director - Pleasantime Products
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You Make us Stronger
Our team is actively working across
Maharashtra to build more Play Centers and
bring the power of play to more children.
Your continued support allows us to drive
greater impact and build stronger futures.
Thank you for believing in us
and in the Power of Play.

It is easier to build
strong children than to
repair broken men.
Frederick Douglass

308, Jagruti Industrial Premises, Mogul Lane, opposite
Polycab, Mahim (W), Mumbai, Maharashtra 400016
mail@toybank.org | +91 80808 68235
toybank.org

@toybank_india
@toybankindia
@toybank

